Trial of Mary Blandy.

Baron she was troubled with a reaching every morning. She says she
e tasted the water gruel twice, once on the Tuesday, when she
was mixing it for her master, and again on the Wednesday, but
found no remarkable disorder till about two o'clock on the
Wednesday morning before her master's death, when she was
seized with convulsions. She says that her throat continued
troublesome for six or seven weeks after she had drank the
tea, and continued ill for three weeks after her master's death.
She remembered once that the prisoner had a large box of linen
and some pebbles from Mr. Cranstoun in the spring, before her
master's death, and a small box of Scotch pebbles afterwards,
about three months before his death; that the prisoner showed
the pebbles to many of her acquaintance, but the witness never
heard of powder to clean them; she tells you that about a year
before his death her master had a cold, but she does not re-
member he was so ill as to send for the apothecary; that he
used to be equally complaining of the gravel, gout, and heart-
burn for twelve years; knows nothing particular of any com-
plaint but the heartburn, and that he may have complained of
all the time she has lived in the house, but she is not positive.

She says the prisoner's behaviour to her father, in general,
seemed to be dutiful, but she used undutiful expressions in her
passions; that there had been no conversation between her
master and the prisoner before her asking forgiveness, but a
message sent by him to her that he was willing to forgive her
if she would bring that villain to justice; in all he said after-
wards he seemed to speak of his daughter as if he believed her
innocent of any intention to hurt him, and looked on Cranstoun
as the first mover and contriver of all, and had said, " Poor,
unfortunate girl, that ever she should be led away by such a
villain to do such a thing!" She believes he thought his
daughter unacquainted with the effects of the powder; that
the prisoner during his illness kept him company and directed
everything for him as for herself; the prisoner knew her father
was ill on Monday and Tuesday nights, but would not take upon
her to say that she knew what was the cause of it, but she knew
that the charwoman had been ill on the Wednesday morning
before she told the witness that the old water gruel would serve
for her father.

The next witness is Elizabeth Binfield, who tells you that
she was a servant to the deceased almost three years before his
death; that he first complained of unusual pains and prickings
about a fortnight before his death; that she has often heard
the prisoner mention walking and music that she had heard
in the house; that she thought it to be her mother; and three-
quarters of a- year before her master's death the prisoner told
her that the music presaged his death, and continued talking
124